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THE BEST IS YET TO COME 
 
“I am the LORD, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator and King. 16 I am the LORD, who opened a way through the 
waters, making a dry path through the sea. 17 I called forth the mighty army of Egypt with all its chariots and 
horses. I drew them beneath the waves, and they drowned, their lives snuffed out like a smoldering 
candlewick. 18 “But forget all that — it is nothing compared to what I am going to do. 19 For I am about to do 
something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I 
will create rivers in the dry wasteland... Yes, I will make rivers in the dry wasteland so my chosen people can 
be refreshed”, Isaiah 43:15-20 
 
We are in Charge Conference season, and this one has been very exciting so far. Great crowds have attended 
both the cluster and the individual Charge Conferences. Pastors, leaders and members have been able to 
reflect about how are they doing and have dreamed about a better future by establishing goals for their 
Missional Vital Signs. Of course, for a dream to become true, we need to pray, strategize, do things differently 
and work hard to accomplish the new goals. 
 
The presence of God has been amazing in most of the Charge Conferences. Let me say it again: “The presence 
of God has been amazing in most of the Charge Conferences”. Really? In a Charge Conference? Through my 
years in ministry I have learned that in everything we do, even in the administrative business of the Church, 
we need to involve the Holy Spirit and let God have a chance to be God. There are “dry” and “professional” 
ways to do a Charge Conference. But there also is a chance of having a Charge Conference led by the Holy 
Spirit in a way that, when we finish all the business of the meeting, we can say: “Yes! This was different! This 
was an exciting and uplifting experience!” 
 
Everywhere Maggie and I go we find people being touched by the Spirit in deep and personal ways. When we 
take the time to pray for our spiritual leaders and laity, the Spirit of the Lord has moved in very powerful and 
mighty ways. To God be all the glory! 
 
I would really love for all of you that have already been part of that experience to reflect back on it. My hope is 
that this might be a model of what your local church could be: your Ad. Council meetings, SPRC meetings, 
Trustees meetings, and Staff meetings. So often our meetings become something so boring and predictable 



that they feel dry and unpleasant. People find it difficult to attend some meetings because they refuse to 
attend another meeting that will leave them with a bad taste and a sense of spiritual dryness. And yet, all of 
our meetings could be so different if we just give a chance for God to speak to us, touch us, transform us and 
move us beyond our personal agendas and non-fruitful ways. 
 
What we are doing during Charge Conferences is just giving the living God a chance to do God’s work among 
us. It is taking some time to soak ourselves in God’s presence and let Jesus to do something new in our lives. It 
is all part of what the Lord has placed in my heart for the SW District. He said to me: “The great things that I 
did with you, my people, in the past is nothing compared to what I am going to do. For I am about to do 
something new… I will make rivers… so my chosen people can be refreshed”. 
 
“New” in the Jewish worldview was not “the last” or “the most recent” as opposed to the “past” things. “New” 
has to do with “the best”. It is not a matter of past vs. present. God’s promise is that the best from Him is yet 
to come! 
 
As we look to the daily news, the world economic crisis, the wars that are over and the ones that start anew, 
the class clashing in the streets of our cities, the hypocrisy in the speech of politicians and the unnatural things 
that this corrupt and ungodly culture imposes over our people, it is really difficult to believe that the best from 
God to us is yet to come. Even as we look to many of our shrinking congregations and to our financial struggles 
to survive, the challenge to face the incredible changes that are going on in our communities, we tend to be 
pessimistic and say or think: “What will the future bring?” 
 
My friends, I believe with all of my heart that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega; He is the beginning and the 
end, He is in command of Creation, He is in command of the times, and He is in command of His Church. The 
last word has not been yet spoken! 
 
Let us not act, think or gather as a defeated people who follow a defeated Lord. In all we do, let us glorify the 
name of the Lord! In every meeting, in all our Missional actions, in the life of the Church, let us show 
everybody that we believe that God still reigns and His best is yet to come for us personally, for the Church 
and for this world of His. 
 
I have just shared with you what the Lord has told me in my spiritual journey and I am making every effort to 
visualize: “SEE, I HAVE ALREADY BEGUN. DO YOU NOT SEE IT? I WILL MAKE A PATHWAY THROUGH THE 
WILDERNESS”. 
 
May God let us approach the Advent season with a renewed faith, joy and hope that He is leading us through a 
transition that would eventually lead us to a very different place.  
 
“Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into his 
glorious presence without a single fault. 25 All glory to him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are his before all time, and in the present, and beyond all 
time! Amen”, Jude 24-25. 
 
Yours for such a time as this, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 
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Next Clergy Team Meeting:  9:30am 

Tuesday, November 29th at Cleveland UMC 

Register online at www.flumc.org 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2011 

Appointed Clergy Christmas & Appreciation Dinner 

Kingsway Country Club – Lake Suzy FL 

Register online at www.flumc.org 

Call Sandy at (941) 371-6511 with any questions. 
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Please remember to send the minutes of your charge conference 

(prepared by your Recording Secretary) and your attendance 

record to the District Office when your charge conference is 

complete.  Call Sandy at the District Office with any questions. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Did you know that you can add a Twitter account link and Facebook link to 

your Church page on the Conference website?  You add them through your 

Church Login on the Conference website! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
Mark your calendars for the next SW District Lock-in on March 10-11, 2012 at First UMC, Naples.  Details such 
as costs, theme, etc. are still being worked on.  Stay tuned… 
 
At our meeting in the central section on 10/10/2011, one idea that was bandied about is being called the great 
Youth Leader Switcheroo.  On April 1, or for those who meet on another day=the week before, youth leaders 
will swap and go and lead another SW District UMC youth group.  If this sounds like fun to you, let me know 
and I will put you on the list.  When you email me, let me know what day your group meets, how many in the 
group, what a typical session looks like, etc.  I strongly advise you to inform your senior pastor as well as the 

http://www.flumc.org/


head of Staff Parish of your participation.  Getting your volunteers on board might make things go more 
smoothly, unless you just want to mess with them too. 
 
Youth leaders from the extreme south section of the district met on 10/19 at First UMC-Naples.  We heard 
from Rev. Paul Massengill on conference plans to establish a Wesley presence at FGCU.  We also made plans 
for the March 10-11 lock-in to be held at First UMC-Naples.  The theme will be “Life Happens”.  A follow up 
planning meeting will be held Saturday, January 7 at noon at First UMC-Naples.  This Saturday meeting is 
designed to get the leaders among your youth group involved in planning and implementing the various 
elements of the lock-in.  Please bring 2-3 of the strong young leaders from your group to this meeting.  A 
reminder will be sent the end of December. 
 
The next meeting of SW District youth workers will be at First UMC-Wauchula on November 14 at noon.  This 
is the first meeting in the North-Central section.  Upcoming events and how we can support each other will be 
the topics of discussion.  All UMC youth workers in the SW District are invited to attend.   Please RSVP to me 
by November 9 to help Aaron have enough food for us. 
 
The next meeting is in the south section on Wednesday, 11/19, noon at First UMC Naples.  We will be 
discussing the next SW District Lock-in scheduled for March as well as upcoming holiday events.   
 
We will not meet in December due to the busy Christmas season. 
 
Contact info:  Mike Edwards, FLUMC SW District Youth Coordinator 
Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, FL. 33936 - 
239-369-1433 or youth@christumclehigh.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
 

2012 Benefits Open Enrollment Period Ends November 7th 

 
This year Open Enrollment begins on Oct. 24 and ends on Nov. 7th.  Remember, open enrollment is your 
annual opportunity to make changes to your benefits.  This is the only time you can change your benefits 
during the plan year.  Outside of this annual opportunity you must have a change in status to change or enroll 
in benefits. 
 
You are not required to go online and re-enroll if you are currently enrolled in the United Healthcare plan and 
want to keep it for 2012.  The Open Enrollment window is available should you wish to make any changes to 
your coverage.   
 
A reminder about Flexible Spending Accounts.  You must make a new election every year for the Flexible 
Spending Account.  Your current election does not continue into next year.  You must login to the Conference’s 
enrollment application and re-enroll every year to have a FSA (the link to the enrollment system is on the home 
page of the Conference website during OE).  If you do not enroll and make a new election for 2012 – you will 
not have a flex account in 2012. 
 
For those of you at local churches or extension ministries - remember to print your confirmation statement from 
the online enrollment system, after you complete your enrollment.  Give a copy of the confirmation to the 
person at your worksite that processes your payroll.  This will make sure your 2012 benefit deductions are 
correct on your paycheck next year. 

mailto:youth@christumclehigh.org


 

2012 Health Insurance Changes 
By John Michael De Marco 

 
After three consecutive years without a rate increase, Florida Conference active clergy, local church lay staff 
and Conference employees will be asked to pay an additional 10 percent for health insurance premiums in 
2012. While we were able to avoid rate increases for the past three years, we are unable to sustain that going 
into 2012. 
 
The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits (which oversee these benefit programs) took a number 
of steps to mitigate a projected 17 percent increase down to 10 percent. The reduction to 10 percent was only 
achieved after making some plan design changes. 
 
The CBOPHB long-term goal is to make sure members have quality health care coverage at rates they can 
afford.  However, as a result of increased claims and costs, the board felt it would be irresponsible not to make 
some changes and they tried to minimize the impact on both the individuals and the churches as much as 
possible. 
 
In 2008, the Conference launched a self-funded health insurance program. Its cost-sharing partnership with 
clergy involves churches paying for 80 percent of the premiums and pastors paying the remaining 20 percent. 
Full-time clergy are required to participate, and churches must pay a flat rate for clergy insurance regardless of 
how many pastoral family members are covered. This church rate (also known as the “blended rate”) has been 
$839 per month, and is increasing in 2012 to $924 per month. 

 
Clergy Cost Share                   2011 Rates        2012 Rates 

Single Clergy  $96  $107 

Clergy + other dependents $236  $261 

 
United Healthcare  
Plan design changes for 2012 include some higher costs on the services side of the United Healthcare 
insurance plan. As you can see from this chart: 
 

 The individual deductible will rise from $500 to $750 

 Co-payments for primary care office visit will increase from $20 to $25 

 And the copayment for a Specialist will increase from $35 to $40 

  
Prescription drug co-pays will also increase.   

 Tier-one medications will remain at $10 

 Tier-two will go from $25 to $30 

 And, tier-three, will increase from $40 to $60 per prescription 
 

A word for those of you who might be taking medications classified as “specialty drugs”.  Specialty medications 
are critical to improving the health and lives of individuals with serious medical conditions and consequently 
are some of the most expensive medications used today.  Specialty medications are drugs that treat rare or 
complex diseases and typically require additional clinical support.  These medications have a co-pay of $60 
and there is no mail order benefit for specialty medications. Examples of drugs classified as “specialty” are 
Embrel, Humira and Procrit.  
 
Dental Plan 
The Conference will no longer offer a Conference-sponsored dental insurance plan in 2012.  The 
Conference website has some suggestions and recommendations for alternatives to purchasing dental 
insurance next year. One of these resources is an online marketplace for researching and purchasing private 
dental insurance.  See the website for information on how to access this site. The web address for HR & 
Benefits is http://www.flumc.org/hr. 
 

http://www.flumc.org/hr


Retiree Health Insurance 
Retired clergy on Medicare are not receiving a premium rate increase in 2012. However, these retirees will see 
an increase in prescription drug co-payments where they tend to use the plan the most. By doing this premium 
rates can be maintained at current levels and no increase is required.  The board wanted to avoid a premium 
increase for retirees because that affects everyone on the plan. However, the trade-off requires higher 
copayments for prescription drugs. Retirees with Medicare as their primary coverage have two plan options.  
However, one of these plans - the standard plan  - will be discontinued effective Dec. 31st and retirees in that 
plan will be re-enrolled into the premier plan with coverage effective January 1st. 
Lastly, this short overview is provided as a replacement for the Open Enrollment webcast we have conducted 
in the past.  In addition, we have updated the individual benefit videos where there are changes.  Each of these 
videos is only 3 to 5 minutes long and provides a comprehensive overview of the plans.  We also created a 
step-by-step demonstration on how to use the online enrollment system which you can access from the Open 
Enrollment page on the website.  You are encouraged to visit the Conference website for additional information 
on Open Enrollment.  Go to www.flumc.org/hr and select the Open Enrollment icon.  Please use these tools to 
familiarize yourself with the benefits plans before making enrollment decisions.   
We hope you find these resources helpful.  My staff and I are also available to answer your questions during 
open enrollment.  You can email your questions to benefits@flumc.org or call us at 800-282-8011 and ask for 
the HR & Benefits department. 

 

Watch your mailbox.  All participants enrolled in United Healthcare health insurance plan will receive 
new ID cards sometime before December 31, 2011. 
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31st ANNUAL CLERGY MATES’ RETREAT  ---  NOVEMBER 4-6 
FLUM Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland, Park, Florida 
To register: visit www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3414/ 
For more info: email FLUMC-Mates@cfl.rr.com or call Judy Renault at (352) 567-5471 
Scholarships available! 
  
BLACK CHURCH CONVOCATION 2011 TO BE HELD, DECEMBER 9-10, 2011 AT THE LEC.  THIS EVENT IS FOR 
CLERGY AND LAITY.  Individuals can access the registration form and payment method via the Conference 

website (www.flumc2.org) and by clicking the calendar tab, clicking the month of December and clicking 
either Dec. 9 or Dec. 10. 
 
BEYOND 50 MINISTRIES TASK TEAM INVITES YOU TO TAPESTRY IV 
The Beyond 50 Ministries Task Team will be hosting Tapestry IV: 21st CENTURY CHALLENGES for 
BOOMERS AND BEYOND on March 2 & 3, 2012, at First UMC - Clermont. 

The Friday, March 2nd, presentation will focus on retirement planning.  On Saturday, March 3rd, the 
issues covered will be caregiving (which knows no age limit), legal hurdles, and a moderated panel 
addressing adult children returning home/grandparents raising grandchildren. 

Whether “Boomers” (47-65) or “Beyond” (66++), Tapestry IV has something for all: for those in 
ministry with these age groups, for individuals desiring to enrich their own knowledge and 
understanding, or for those who want to return to their congregations as resource persons.   

Pre-register for Tapestry IV at www.flumc.org by clicking on Ministries and then Beyond 50 
Ministries.  Select Tapestry IV where the brochure and registration information can be found.  (The SW 
District is represented on the Beyond 50 Ministries Team by Nancy Metz from Cape Coral; if you have 
questions, please contact her at 239 945-6707 or poornancy@gmail.com.) 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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Don’t forget to go to flumc.org for your invoicing on health 

insurance, pension, workman’s compensation and 
property/casualty every month.  Look at the bottom right of the 

site that says: BILLING INFORMATION Monthly Reports 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 Faith UMC-Ft Myers is in need of additional medical personnel to round out its medical mission team to El 
Salvador in March of 2012.  one or two adult medicine professionals (MD, DO, NP or PA) needed.  We are also in 
need of one or two pediatric providers.  An OB/GYN would be a great addition as well.  Interested medical 
professionals should contact Dr. Brad Middaugh at 239-481-7799.  Faith UMC has been blessed to provide good 
health care teams for several years.  This will be our second trip to El Salvador.  Together we can make a real 
difference in the lives of those in need. 

 
 For Sale: High Volume Lexmark C920 Color Laser Printer - $1800 or best offer.  

It is in excellent condition and works perfectly. We change to an all in one 
printer and no longer need this color printer. Purchased in 2007 for $2700.  It 
can print up to 11” x 17” paper. It features advanced color management tools 
and user friendly operation.  It can print up to 36 ppm.  For more information 
call (239) 369-1433 or email admin@christumclehigh.org.  Christ United 
Methodist Church, 1430 Homestead Rd. N., Lehigh Acres, FL 33936. 

 
 For Sale: Konica Minolta BizHub200 photocopier - $2700 or best offer.  Purchased in 

October 2008 for $3500.  This is an all-in-one printer fax.  It is in great condition, easy to 
use and works perfectly.  All documentation and one new toner cartridge are included.  
Full specifications can be found on the Konica Minolta website at 
http://kmbs.konicaminolta.us/content/products/models/bizhub200.html.  For more 
information call (239) 369-1433 or email admin@christumclehigh.org.  Christ United 
Methodist Church, 1430 Homestead Rd. N., Lehigh Acres, FL 33936. 
 
 

 FREE:  Transparency Film.  The SW District Office has three boxes of transparency film.  One box is HP Premium 
Inkjet Transparency Film & one box is AccuView AV-1502 Overhead Transparency Film for Use in Plain Paper 
Copiers and one box is Quill #7-20331 Clear Transparency Film w/opaque white sensing stripe for plain paper 
copiers).  Please contact Sandy at 941-371-6511 if you are interested. 
 

 Freezer Needed: The Carpenter’s Cupboard food pantry at First United Methodist Church of Immokalee is in 
need of an upright freezer to better serve our clients.  We have partnered with the Harry Chapin Food Bank to 
obtain inexpensive nutritious food for the needy people of Immokalee but our limited freezer space does not 
permit us to store enough frozen meats to serve all of our clients.  This season could be especially hard on the 
needy of Immokalee because some farmers are switching from growing tomatoes and peppers to growing 
potatoes which are not as labor intensive and thus do not require as many workers.  Currently we are serving 
between 75 and 150 clients per week and our food pantry is only open from 9:00 until noon on Wednesdays. 
Please contact Pastor Thom Street at 239-657-2841 or thom.street@flumc.org. 
 

 Beach UMC-Ft. Myers Beach is looking for anyone who may have the drums or ink for a Savin 3300 DNP 
Risograph or even an old one they could use the parts from.  Beach UMC would pick it up.  Contact:  Sharyn 
McNeill at 239.463.9656. 

 

mailto:admin@christumclehigh.org
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 Executive Director of Higher Education & Campus Ministry -- The Florida Conference of The United Methodist 
Church located in Lakeland, Florida, is a regional unit of The United Methodist Church and is comprised of over 
700 local churches and missions.  This progressive religious organization is seeking an Executive Director of 
Higher Education & Campus Ministry.   

The successful candidate is a Disciple of Jesus Christ who has proven gifts in the areas of campus 
ministry, higher education, administration and development.  This position is responsible for leading the Annual 
Conference in the development of a vision for higher education and campus ministry as well as a plan for 
strengthening financial support to expand the reach of campus ministry.  We are looking for a leader who can 
support, equip and grow the ministries for youth and young adults through new and existing campus ministries, 
local churches, existing campus Wesley Foundations and other settings where this population can be served.   

Qualifications include a preference for M. Div. or equivalent.  A Bachelors Degree in related field is 
required as is 5 years prior experience in higher education ministry, college student affairs or other related area. 
Familiarity with and support of The United Methodist Church is preferred.  Ordination as a United Methodist 
clergy is preferred, but not required. The position offers a generous benefit package and salary commensurate 
with qualifications.  EOE.  Submit resume with salary history and letter of interest to employment@flumc.org  or 
fax (863)688-5189 no later than January 13, 2012. 

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Nov 12 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: First UMC-Bowling Green (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 12 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: Charlotte Harbor Trinity UMC (1:30pm-4pm) 
Nov 15 – NCD Meeting, Location: Cleveland UMC, Punta Gorda (9:30am-12pm) 

…………….NOTE……DATE CHANGE……….NOTE………..DATE CHANGE………….NOTE…………..DATE CHANGE……….. 
Nov 17 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Christ UMC-Lehigh Acres (9am-11:30am) 
Nov 17 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Trinity UMC-Arcadia (1:30pm-4pm) 

Nov 24-25 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
Nov 29 – Clergy Team Meeting, Cleveland UMC-Punta Gorda (9am-12:30pm) 
Dec 9 – Clergy Christmas & Appreciation Dinner, Kingsway Country Club, Lake Suzy FL 
Dec 15 – dCOM Meeting (Certification of New Candidates), Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Dec 23-Jan 2 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Christmas Holiday 
Jan 26, 2012 - dCOM Meeting (Recertification of Candidates), Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Jan 28, 2012 – SW District Leadership Training, Location: TBD (probably Grace-Cape Coral) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 
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